BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON
Snow-hill, not in the learned way, but a worthy good
woman; Mr (now Sir Joshua) Reynolds; Mr [Andrew]
Millar, Mr Dodsley, Mr [Joseph] Bouquet, Mr [John] Payne
of Paternoster-row, booksellers; Mr Strahan, the printer;
the Earl of Orrery, Lord Southwell, Mr Garrick.5
Many are, no doubt, omitted in this catalogue of his
friends, and, in particular, his humble friend Mr Robert
Levet,6 an obscure practiser in physick amongst the lower
people, his fees being sometimes very small sums, sometimes
whatever provisions his patients could afford him; but of
such extensive practice in that way, that Mrs Williams has
told me, his walk was from Houndsditch to Marybone. It
appears from Johnson's diary that their acquaintance com-
menced about the year 1746; and such was Johnson's pre-
dilection for him, and fanciful estimation of his moderate
abilities, that I have heard him say he should not be satisfied,
though attended by all the College of Physicians, unless he
had Mr Levet with him. Ever since I was acquainted with
Dr Johnson, and many years before, as I have been assured
by those who knew him earlier, Mr Levet had an apartment
in his house, or his chambers, and waited upon him every
morning, through the whole course of his late and tedious
breakfast. He was of a strange grotesque appearance, stiff
and formal in his manner, and seldom said a word while any
company was present.
The circle of his friends, indeed, at this time was extensive
and various, far beyond what has been generally imagined.
To trace his acquaintance with each particular person, if it
could be done, would be a task, of which the labour would
not be repaid by the advantage. But exceptions are to be
made; one of which must be a friend so eminent as Sir
Joshua Reynolds, with whom he maintained an uninter-
rupted intimacy to the last hour of his life. When Johnson
lived in Castle-street, Cavendish-square, he used frequently
to visit two ladies, who lived opposite to him, Miss Cotterells,
daughters of Admiral CotterelL Reynolds used also to visit
there, and thus they met.
Sir Joshua told me a pleasant characteristical anecdote of
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